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Why did the director of the CIHRS decline the position of deputy interior minister?
Bahey eldin Hassan, the director of the Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies (CIHRS), declined the position of Deputy Interior Minister for Human Rights for the following reasons: 

1. Although the creation of the post of deputy interior minister for human rights appears to be an astonishing idea, he is not optimistic that the political context in which the post was created will allow it to have a real impact on the situation inside the Ministry of Interior. On the contrary, it may only serve to cover up a still ugly reality that must be changed, a task which is beyond the capabilities of the deputy - and perhaps even of the Interior Minister himself - to accomplish. 

This does not mean there has been no change in the security establishment, but it has been very limited, as was made exceptionally clear in the events of June 28 and 29. Indeed, on those days, even some directives and orders from the Interior Minster himself were not obeyed. What, then, would it be like for a deputy in a newly formed position without roots or traditions in the ministry? A deputy who, moreover, comes from outside the police establishment? This situation makes the post even less effective than an advisory position or might be even used as an appealing front to market current policies to the national public and to donor nations in Europe and the United States.
2. The chronic human rights problem of the police and security establishment is too complex to be solved by the creation of a deputy human rights post in the Interior Ministry. Indeed, the problem is closely linked to the extent to which people realize the need for radical, far-reaching reform in the Interior Ministry and other state institutions and ministries. The experience of the last few months contains little to indicate this realization among the Interior Ministry, the Prime Minster, or the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces. This issue was the subject of a memo previously submitted by CIHRS to the Prime Minister and Interior Minister.

3. This is further evidenced by the fact that the new formation of the Cabinet fell far short of aspirations, which reveals that there is no political will to institute real change and to make a clean break with past policies. This will inevitably affect the possibility for the genuine reform of the first state institution targeted by the January 25 revolution on the national holiday of that very institution.

Finally, Hassan wishes to express his appreciation for the good intentions of those who nominated him for this or other posts, yet he prefers to play his role in the defense of human rights from his position within civil society, particularly as a result of a previous bitter experience with the National Council for Human Rights. That experience ended with his resignation in an open letter to the media in 2007, and the following years only proved to him the correctness of this decision. 

In any case, CIHRS and its director will continue to offer advice, proposals, and recommendations to the Interior Minister—and to his deputy, if another individual is appointed  to the post—hoping to contribute thereby to the far-reaching reform of the security apparatus and to strengthening the political will to convert this reform into effective plans and policies. 

Related links:

Memo to the Prime Minister and Interior Minister.
The tasks, objectives, and structure of the Home Land Security Agency: Important questions still unanswered.
