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Thank you Madam President,

The Cairo Instiute fo Hima n R ghts Suwi &, in woper ation wit hHa ttam Md eh Faindationf or t he Defe nse
of Syrian Human Rights Defenders and the Syrian Center for Transitmal J wtceand De moc racy
Empowerment, applaud the holding of this special session.

A rapidly growing number of credible sources, including a recently released UN Fact Finding Mission report,
confim that the W dbspread and systema tic na ure of rigits violatbrs being camri edout bygower nnent f aces

in Syria appear to constite Ciras Zairst HiIma nity, & povidd fa inatde7 of the Rove Statute of tre
Internatimal Cirnral @urt.

Shamefully, despite these serious charges, a number of governments in this room today have atenp ted to
weaken support or undermine the strength of the draftresd uion be ore this Cauncil. e cospnsors of ths
resolutin st ot k& s yed.

As we speak, ongoing demonstratins are repressed wirg lehal face. Thousands have become vidim of
extrajudicial killings, arbitrary arrests, and enforced disappearances. Targeted atbcks ly §rian Scurity for ces
have resulted in 2927 documented deaths, including 160 children and 122 women. Torture is rampant, in
many cases resultig in death Severd cités are under caopl ete nil itay sieg usi ng heavy artillay such as
tanks. Mass graves have been found in the city of Daraa. The wounded are ofen &l ileratd y pevented fram
receiving medical treatment.

There are no signs that these violatms lave cased o ae decreasimg. Yet, the mopled Syriaref e to end
their peaceful calls for freedom and democracy. It is in the defense of these brave citiens that the
internatmal commu nity m st speak today wth awited i ® and sriaus prpose.

We call for the immediate establishment of a Commission of Inquiry, tasked with investmting all eatiors of
Crimes Against Humanity, and whose conclusions can be rapidly transmited to the Security Council fa



consideratm. Thi s ©mmi ssio shoul d ui Id on the wrk undertaken by the Fact Fndig M siom, and shoul d
be enabled to report back to the Council as soon as possible.

Condemnatmn ism longer enough. The Scurity ©uncil fas fd lel to wphol dits responsib lity to patect Wi le
thousands of women, children and innocent civilians contiue to e daightered. The tie fo acountab | ityis

long overdue. The Human Rights Council must do all that is possible within its mandate to respond to the
situatn. The etabl isne nt & a GMmMi sion o Imui ry isa fit step tomr ds addressing these crins , Wt h

the view to achieving accountability.

Thank you.



