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  Thank you Madam President,   
 
  The Cairo Ins tut e for  Huma n Ri ght s Studi es ,  in cooper a on wit h Hai t ham Mal eh Founda on f or t he Defense    
of Syrian Human Rights Defenders and the Syrian Center for Transi onal  J us ce an d De moc r acy   
Empowerment, applaud the holding of this special session.   
 
  A rapidly growing number of credible sources, including a recently released UN Fact Finding Mission report, 
confirm that  the wi despr ead and systema  c nat ure of right s  viola ons being carri ed out by gover nment  f orces    
in Syria appear to cons tut e Cr ime s  Agai ns t Huma ni ty,  as pr ovi ded for  in ar cle 7 of the Rome Statute of the   
Interna onal  Cr imi nal  Cour t.    
 
Shamefully, despite these serious charges, a number of governments in this room today have a emp t ed to  
weaken support or undermine the strength of the dra  resol u on bef ore t hi s  Counc i l . The co-s ponsors  of this    
resolu on mu s t not  be swa yed.       
 
  As we speak, ongoing demonstra ons  are repr essed us i ng l et hal  for ce.  Thousands  have become  vi c ms of   
extrajudicial killings, arbitrary arrests, and enforced disappearances. Targeted a acks by Syr i an Secur i ty For ces   
have resulted in  2927 documented deaths, including 160 children and 122 women. Torture is rampant, in 
many cases resul ng in deat h.  Sever al  ci  es are under  compl ete mi l itary siege usi ng heavy ar l lery such as     
tanks. Mass graves have been found in the city of Daraa. The wounded are o en del iber at el y pr event ed from  
receiving medical treatment. 
    
 
  There are no signs that these viola ons  have ceased or  ar e decreasi ng.  Yet ,  the peopl e of  Syr i a ref us e to end  
their peaceful calls for freedom and democracy. It is in the defense of these brave ci zens  t hat  t he  
interna onal  commu ni ty mu s t speak today wi th a uni ted voi ce and ser ious  pur pose.   
 
      
 
  We call for the immediate establishment of a Commission of Inquiry, tasked with inves ga ng all ega ons of    
Crimes Against Humanity, and whose conclusions can be rapidly transmi ed to the Secur i ty Counc i l f or   



considera on.  Thi s Commi ssi on shoul d bui ld on the wo r k under taken by the Fact Fi ndi ng Mi ssi on,  and shoul d  
be enabled to report back to the Council as soon as possible.   
 
  Condemna on is no longer  enough.  The Secur i ty Counc i l has fai led to uphol d its respons i bi lity to pr ot ect wh i le  
thousands of women, children and innocent civilians con nue to be sl aught er ed.  The  me f or account abi l ity i s   
long overdue. The Human Rights Council must do all that is possible within its mandate to respond to the 
situa on.  The establ ishme nt  of  a Commi ssi on of  Inqui ry is a first step t owar ds addr ess i ng t hes e cri mes ,  wit h   
the view to achieving accountability. 
 
    
 
  Thank you.  


